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The Site Electrical North Manchester Cricket League Annual General Meeting 2010

Chairman’s Report

Report 2010 is my tenth report as Chairman of the Site Electrical North Manchester Cricket League. Ten blinking years of disciplinary meetings, tickle tackle between clubs, fallings out over wet wickets, teams coming and teams going, threats over cricket grounds, pressures brought by both the Government and the Governing Body. All in all, loads of crap being thrown but I’ve enjoyed every minute! An old mate of mine Paul Denney once said ‘we are always in the crap you know, most times it’s at eye level and now and again it’s over your head.’ It was a throw away line that has stayed with me for many years and goodness, he is never far wrong!

The one thing that has always held me tight to this league of ours is its friendship between all officers of the management, top table and clubs alike. Yes we have had our moments but in general honesty and the fundamental belief that the league is there for the clubs is the cement that holds it all together. David (Pope) did a little exercise a little while ago that showed very few changes in key league officer positions over the years, a great testament for a well organised and disciplined league. It it’s a pleasure to hit a ten year milestone.

Talking of milestones. The end of season 2010 has seen the retirement of one of our most senior and wise Executive Committee Members and Umpire, Gordon Wood. Fifty Years connected to the League firstly as a player and then as an umpire, Gordon has always met his obligations with professionalism, with a smile and with a comment or two. He has served the league well in many ways and not least as a valued Executive Committee Member. In all honesty I’ll miss him more after the committee meetings as he has retired and it was his round next! We will keep in touch Gordon and thanks for all the hard work and support over the years.

Umpires. Over the past ten years if we have had a difficulty I do feel that it is the umpires. Not the standard by any means but the dwindling numbers. I see this as the number one challenge for us all going forward. Losing Gordon and perhaps one or two more from the end of season 2010 will, if we do not tease one or two more in, create a real pressure point for season 2011 and beyond. Whilst I accept that most other leagues are seeing reduced numbers I am very concerned about what we can do to help our Umpires Association. I know that this item will carry through on every management meeting from now until the season 2011 kicks in but I would like to urge all clubs to try and support the Association in anyway possible. Whilst it is not in my complete gift, perhaps I can offer some thought stimulation? We have done very well with player umpires in the past; is there a way where we can encourage more back into the fold using a reward mechanism or other? What about nominated umpires from clubs? We have spoken in times past about clubs coming into the league with a club umpire that are committed to the Association, is it time we call that commitment in? Buddy system – perhaps a junior umpire (either in age or experience) budded with a more senior umpire? I do think that we as a league need to bring some really radical thinking to the table now or we will pay the price in a short while. Thanks to all the umpires turning out Saturday and Sunday after Saturday and Sunday, the cricket could not run without you all.
On to the season 2010. Firstly a formal thank you to Tom Murphy and Site Electrical for their kind sponsorship of the League once again in 2010. Tom has been a very quiet supporter of the League for 6 years now, I missed him at the Annual Presentation of Awards as he was away on holiday but I look forward to hooking up with him soon and putting the cricket problems of the world to right. Thanks Tom, it’s always a pleasure.
One added pressure this past couple of years has been the role of Child Welfare Officers and of course as the League has been drawn into this issue just as all the clubs have. I thought that it was very important that as a League we show solidarity with the clubs and indeed it was a pleasure to organise the Time to Listen Course at Greenmount in conjunction with David Lees, our County Welfare Officer. I did get a valued insight into issues that it is very easy to overlook. On a serious note and speaking as the Leagues Child Welfare Officer there are no serious incidents to report. 
Congratulations to all League and Cup winners, commiserations to everyone else, the beauty of sport is that there is always next season and everyone likes to knock the Champions or Cup Winners off the pedestal – roll on next summers action. Thanks once again to all clubs who hosted the cup finals, all the grounds looked a picture, the games were good sprinkled with great individual performances and of course the teas were fantastic. It was nice to appear at all the Cup Finals this year, it’s always nice to meet old and make new friends. 
2010 saw the breaking of a long standing League Record with Abdul Hamid of Rochdale Catholic Club taking the League Batting record away from John Stapleton of Robinsons. The record had stood for 27 years and it was very nice to hear that when the record was broken, John was watching the game. I have seen Abdul bat a couple of times this year and he batted beautifully on both occasions. Congratulations on your success Abdul, John Stapleton is accepted by all who saw him play as being one of the Leagues greatest batsmen; you should feel very proud with your achievement.
Probably the highlight of the summer 2010 for me was the League fixture against The Southport and District League hosted by Hesketh Bank Cricket Club. The only blip on the day was the postcode that John furnished us all with – some gent in a little cul-de-sac had a number of visits from 13 hairy blokes and supporters whilst trying to eat his Sunday roast!! I found it quite amusing, not too sure that the gent found it as amusing.

Thanks must go to Jimmy Taylor, Neil Butterworth and John Barrow, it was a great all round performance on the field of play but it was as equally good off the field. Jimmy and Neil are very likeable, very level headed and importantly hold the respect of the first division players. I though everyone conducted themselves in exemplary fashion and represented the League in the best way possible – as great ambassadors. 
Thanks to all at the Southport and District for their hospitality and we look forward to hosting the game in 2011.

Thanks to all the League Clubs representatives and their continued appearance (in the main) at the monthly meetings. The representatives are probably the most important members on a League meeting night as they act as the conduit into the league clubs. When representatives miss important information it can, and has led to chaos. Fortunately it is not very often!

Thanks again to all the League Officers – John Barrow and David Pope, always outstanding in their administration of League affairs, Gordon Wright for his diligence and eye for details in his presentation and administration of the Leagues financial affairs, Bernard Sweeney for his continued wrestle on umpiring matters, Graham Holland for his clear articulation when standing in as Chairman in my absence and to Gordon Wood, Derek Whitehead, Keith Lees and our President Neville Brooks for their support and commitment towards the success of the Site Electrical North Manchester Cricket League.

One last mention and I understand he may even turn for this years AGM and that is to the webmaster Simon Edlington. The website is a vital source of information to all, results, messages and events are all listed. A very quiet volunteer doing another great service on behalf of the league. Thanks Simon.
All that said, I hope all clubs, players and officials still enjoy partaking under the umbrella of the Site Electrical North Manchester Cricket League and I hope that you all have enjoyed the summer of 2010.

On behalf of all the Executive Committee Members can I wish all I very merry Christmas and a prosperous and happy New Year.

Yours in Sport
Martin Kay

Chairman. 
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